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“LAME ENTATION. 
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Old Eng lands prefent errours,” and: ‘di- | 


vin: andi theit. feared. future defolations | 
ay not riiong prevented.: oH 


heal by. ‘the fects of Aackocaine: a 


o. Rigid RH Artigonmians and Familifts.... .. 


TOGETHER WIT He 


Some feafonabl remedies, againft the infection “oF thofe 
\ ior o erours 5 iprefcribed®.” us fads 
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A Letter fent from M' Thoma: S hepard, fometime of ral 
manuell Colledge in Cambridge, and now Minifter of 
the Golpell at C ‘ambridge i in New England, to 
a ey friend of his in B ners in Suffolks: :: 
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Inhpritnatur, Jamas Craneroee 


LOND ON. 
Printed by George Miller, M DC.XLY, 
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EER EERE EES 
. Good Sits Pte. Uae ANGEL HG 
“Elere comming to my hands. a Letter: that yas 
Sent by a godly Minifter sin ‘New-England to 
one of my Parifbioners  again(t Anabaprifis, Separd~ 
_. bitsy and Antinomians, and. Familifiss and knowing | 
that it hath done much good, I defre ‘to have it prin« 
bed, thabit may be more publike; Ipray youconfule with 
fame Divines of your acquaintance, and let bhems,iftbey 
_vbink it fit, prefix'aTizle toit; andfo with my loveto 
30 Trelis, SS ea 


| Butrs, March ig. © © 
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G J QHN CARTER BROWN 


POSES ESSEESE 


Nevv-Enauanps Lamentation, 
jesse Sood or acagae™ oh O78" ae: 

Old-Englands prefent Errours and Divifions, and 
their feared-fucure defolations, if not timely prevented, 


Mich beloved in Chrifb:) 0. © ' 5. 
fecaters He groanings of your Letter to- your Sifter 
) isevg concerning the fad condition of England, to- 
a 42¢'4u1| gether with her defires to me, to write to 
gis you,have made me more ready to yeeld here- 
=== unto, who-am notyet unmindfull éitherof 
cein'generall where once I was an unfruitfuld inha- 
bitant, nor of your felfe in fpeciall, whom I have caufeto' 
remember, not only in regard of your refpe@& tomy felfe 
fouaworthy, allthe time I was with you, but alfo imre+ 
gard of your faith in Chrift Jefus, and feare of his Name, 
I then apprehended,and by your Letters fee ftill continued 
inyous Iconfeffe I have long feared a Swordtocomeup- 
on that pleafant Land, to make this unthankfull and evill 
genetation underftand, what they would not by thevoice’ - 
of his Gofpel while it rid circuit amongft them; Atid 
what yet the Lord will doe, wethat live fo far from you, 
and heare and fee little, can therefore {peake little; Gods 
hidden ones,that beneare him, and obferve his goings and 
_- compare them with his word, may underftand! much$ 
‘Only thisI doe beleeve, that the late differences and bréa- 
ches. amongft the godly themfelves, together with the 
{preading of ithe contagion of corrupt opinions, among 
pie rt ge ’ perfons 
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perfons formerly, well reputed,of for, modeftyhumble 
Chriftyans, is.a certain prefage (ifthe Lord -fuddenly 
heale‘not ) of worfe dayes then ever yet~ England faw - 
Such cracks and flawes in the new building of Reforma- 
sion, portend’a fall: fuch hot fevers and inflammations of 
Englands \anguifhing body,<call to the Phyfitians to let 
- gut more blood before it can recover ;, which differences, 


- 


ifthey did breake out’in the dayes of a peaceable Refor- 

_ mation were not {0 prodigious, but to contend, and die 
vide, and grow drunke, and ftagger, with novelties, and’ 
every new device of unftable minded men, while the - 
common Enemy is in the field; and: the Sword of thé - 
Lord ftands at every mans doore almoft, this argues deep: 
diftempers, clofe hypoctifies, and fuch unreafonable wan- 
tonnefle and-abufe of liberty, that the ‘Lord Chrift. will 
not pafle by withoutdarkning the Sunne, and turning the 
Mooneinto blood, which-will-and fhall continue, ‘until! 
the Lord hath made the-remnant which fhall efcape, a 
poor, weak, humble,pliable {pirited people, unto the good 

| wayes of his grace. ‘And that which-makerh thofe-dif. 

ferences. in reafon moft fatal], isthis 5 ‘That I verily feare - 
there are {ome nether-milftones ; on’ which the upper - 
grind fo faft, Imeane fome men in higher powers, who 
privily, foment faétions; and fit behindunfeens and blow 
the bellowes of thefe untimely-heates and fires. The:Anas- 
Baptifts, and, rigid Separarifts ( whofe'opinions you men: 

_Uon)are theufuall difpifers of Gods Minifters, and there. 
fore prefer ‘Tradef-men before thofe whomGod hath guife 

| ted, and fet apart for his work:in-the Schooles ofthe Pro- 

on) phets, They are for the moft part the'dreges of fincerity3 
# — anda degenerate company falling from the Truth, which 

a | they did once profeffe, but did nevertruly love,andtheres = 

fore doe {0 readily apoftatize from all Chrifts Minifters 

| boy: and 
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oS @® we 

and miniftries : Baptifmey: finging “of Pfalmes, Sacta- 
“ ments,grscasmever :tafting: the fweetnefle in them, nor 
fegling rhe mighty power of Jefts'Chrift by them in their 
own hearts. “The time is:comming, wherein the Lord 
may-give them: their defire, and take away his fervants 
 frombeholding, thofe evils which are’coming upon them 
their, apoftacie and cooling; In ‘the meane while, the 
‘Lord wall fill them with their own devices, and as they’ 
love {chifties.ahd divifions fromthe Saints, and from the 
truth; fothey fhall wax-worfe and worfe therein, and di- 
vide one from another, and from themfelves atlaft. We. 
have feenthe fruitsiof fuch fpirits in thefe parts, and how 
God hath. caft fireof wrath from Heaven upon fomeof 
thatway., Tocut offthe hand of the Magiftrate from tou- 
ching men for their con{ciences(which*you alfo merition,) _ 
_ will certainly in time (if it get ground ) be theutter over- 
 throw,asitis the undermining, of the Reformation begun,. 
"This opinion is but one of the fortreffes and ftrong holds 
of Sathan; to keep. his head from crafbing by Chrifts 
heele, who (forfooth) becanfe heis crept into mens con~ 
{ciences,and becaufe confcience is atender thing, no man 
mutt-bere meddle with him, as if con{ciences were made 
to be the fafeguard of fin and errour,an 4 Sathan himfelfif 
oncethey can creep into them. |, As for New-Eagland, we 
never banifhed any fortheir confciences, but for fianing® 
aoaintt confcience,after duc meanes of conviction,or fome 


=) ; 48 oe eae 
other wickedneffe which they had.no confcienceto plead 


for» they that cénfure Wew-F agland for whatthey have 
donethat way, fhould firft heare it fpeake,. before they 
condemne. We have Magifirates, that are gratious and 
vealous. we have Minifters, that are aged, and experien- 
ced, and holy, and.wife, no man -was yet ever banifhed: 
from us, but they had. the zeale and care ofthe.one, the 

a Az ~~ holineffe, 
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lifts and Antinomians ate another fore, wiio wi 
not crutht) the {courge afchat Land, anid the moft fubtle 
enemies to the power of godlinefle, thar z 


| Ca) | e 
holineffe, learning, and beff abilities ofthe other, {eeking 


large {tories Cifneed were ) of 


asthey were once amongit us,and plaid their parts in thefe 
places: Their frame is this 5 By advancing 


_ they deny,and deftroy all peraand evidence of irherent 
i 


graceinus; by cryingup Chr | | 
faithto apply him; by advancing the Spirit, and revela- 
tion by theSpiric, they deftroy or weaken the revelation 
of the Scriptures by depending. upon Chrifts righteouf- 


Thefe and an hundred fuch like odd funcies., thefe 


Churches in New- England have examined, and publikely: 


condemned, and fent totheirgrave; and hav 
buriall; And wehave found thefe opinions to 
figg-leaves, to cover fome diftempers and luf 
mens hearts , and hence it is,that atter they be 
andbe in Chrift, and have received the witnefle, they ne- 
verdoubt, though they fallinto-dever nianyfoulelfing: 
deus ‘< | and 
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and filthinelle asAnd toiput finger inslie, eS, ANA) be Tes. 
snewstheir repentance; they thinkthisis weakhelleand-feey 
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dlcnsdecssw bivowsw noid 101 sidsott nici bels: 
>» Butd have been perhapstoo:tedious: My defireis, chat 
the Lord, God: A Imighty, ° Woulds dtabl yh ' yow an bas 
Trath,,,and bottom -you upon Chrit Jelas} intheleevill, 
times. Take couniell ofthofe whom you know to be ap- 
proved and godly Minifters,ifarany time your confcience 
be ftaggered, by reafon of the errours of this divided, 
-foolifh and blind world, and remember but thefe foure: 
things: oe aratts Note ato: | O%,6(@379C1 ae ech ee 
Firft, Make your moanes known to Jéfus Chrift of all 
your wants:and fins. ” ee 
_ Secondly, When you have thus done, beleeve he will 
Aeareyou, afd doth leare you, for fo he hath promifed;,. 
Heb.7.25 .chap.10.19,20,21,22., | 
Thirdly, If he giveth you any thing you come for, be- 
itnever fo little, be exceeding thankfull,Phil.4.6.. 
Fourthly, If he deniesto heare you, though it be never: 
fo long, inneverfo many things, yet be humble, and fay; 
Lord, lam worthy to be rejected, and quietly fiay heres 
and then you fhall find, chat whatfoever errours others: 
fall into, or miferies they fall under, the Lord will preferve 
you,untill he fees you in his Kingdom and glory... 


We wonder at God for our peace-the Lord gives us: 
in thefe parts, we know not how to improve it. The 
reports of the divifions in New-England are fables, The 
Churches are"heré,in peace; Thée-Common-wealthin 
peaces The Miniftry in:moft {Weer peace’s, The Magi- 
ftrates (I fhould have named firft ) in peace; All our 
families in peace; We can fleep in the woods in peace, 
without feare of the Indians, our. feare is fallen upon cee by 
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When we travell abroad, wei rife iip And yeiabiwi'ta 
peace; yet this peace giveth us: no reft;: while onrideate 


Encland isintrouble, for which we would weep, and we — 
with our heads fountaines in this; wilderneffe, for our ‘fins 
there'as well as others.’ “Rentetnbier. me kiadbycto dur 
friendsscound about bn noha much» han Peau hete 
snc ; N Aer 310} Iolanos LT ee 
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